Volume 16, Edition 11 


Bihan SR oy ofthe . 


Fmncetewur Radic 


FROM THE TOP OF THE HILL 


There is a change from the normal meeting 
date. Instead of meeting on the third 
Wednesday of the month, it was decided to 
move it up one week to the second 
Wednesday because the third Wednesday is 
the night before Thanksgiving. 


The date for the November meeting is Wed., 
Nov. 14. The location is the Sonoma EOC. 


The major piece of business is to elect officers 
for next year. So far, Frank, KG6N, has been 
nominated for Vice President. Please let me 
know if you would like to be an officer or 
would like to nominate someone. 


More congratulations to all who participated in 
Field Day. As you can see from Dave's 
summary, we did quite well. Next year should 
be even better. We will be operating from 
Sonoma Skypark, which should give us a 
better signal and we will have a dedicated 20M 
three element beam to go along with our tri- 
bander. 


Thanks to Frank, KG6N, there is a very clean 
HF mobile installation in my new pickup. There 
are some "issues" with the antenna installation, 
but the ICOM 706 is a very nice fit. 


November 2012 


Band conditions were terrific for the CQ WW 
DX contest. | made 285 Q's with most on 10 
and 15 Meters. I, also, added a couple of new 
countries. If anyone is interesting doing some 
contesting, let me know. Your can have any 
license class to participate. 


There is the Young Eagles program this 
Sunday, so we will be putting up the R-7 
antenna and exercising our club HF radio. 

This is a good opportunity to get some publicity 
for the club and show young people something 
about amateur radio. All are invited. Be at the 
Sonoma Skypark airport around 8:30am on the 
11th. 


| still have a bunch of those 12V, 7 AH 
batteries for the asking. | can also provide a 
simple charger for them. Let me know if you 
would like one, or two, or three, etc. 


Joe Graves, WB6PCF, is donating a 7Oft. 
tower, rotor and tri-band beam to the club. We 
need to get a crew and set a time to take it 
down. Let me know is you are interested in 
helping. 


Keep your antennas radiating and your 
batteries charged. 


—73, Jim, KEUUW 


Field Day Results for 2012: VOMARC did very well! 


# Call Score Category QSOs Power Mult 


1 W6AJF 4,362 3A 911 2 


Section Participants Club 
SF 15 


VOMARC 
(continued on next page.) 


Field Day Results for 2012: (continued from 
page 1.) We placed 1* in the San Francisco 
Section, 5" in the Pacific Division and 62"° in 
the nation. That is very good for a club that 
eats well and plays with radios in between 
meals! If you want to see all the results you 
can go to: http://www.arrl.org/results- 
database?event id=37444 

The top score in the 3A category was 12,066 
with 3,421 contacts by K9OR, the North Shore 
Radio Club. We have a ways to go before we 
top them, but | wonder if they ate as well as we 
did! 

—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


FROM THE LATEST ARRL CONTEST 
BULLETIN 


Electronic communications began as digital 
technology with Samuel Morse’s invention of 
the telegraph in 1845. The dots and dashes of 
his famous code were the binary ones and 
zeroes of the current through the long 
telegraph wires. Radio communications also 
started out as digital, with Morse code 
producing the off and on transmission of 
continuous-wave spark-gap pulses. 


Then analog communications emerged with 
the telephone and amplitude-modulation (AM) 
radio, which dominated for decades. Today, 
analog is slowly fading away, found only in the 
legacy telephone system; AM and FM radio 
broadcasting; amateur, CB/family, and 
shortwave radios; and some lingering two-way 
mobile radios. Nearly everything else, including 
TV, has gone digital. Cell phones and Internet 
communications are digital. Wireless networks 
are digital. 


Though the principles are generally well 
known, veteran members of the industry may 
have missed out on digital communications 
schooling. Becoming familiar with the basics 
broadens one’s perspective on the steady 
stream of new communications technologies, 
products, trends, and issues. 


http://electronicdesign.com/article/communicati 
ons/digital_ communications_the_abcs_of_one 
S_and_zeroes for more. 


—submitted by Jim KEBUUW 


25, 50, and 75 Years Ago in QST 
(October 2012) 
—By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU 


QST publishes a column every month towards 
the back of the magazine that highlights from 
issues 25, 50, and 75 years ago. Now that the 
QST archive is online, it’s really worth taking a 
look at these articles. Here are a few that 
caught my eye in October: 


October 1937 


* Modernizing the Simple Regenerative 
Receiver 
(http://o1k.arrl.org/pubs archive/19076) by 
Vernon Chambers, W1JEQ. This a nicely- 
designed and built regen using two tubes, a 
6K5 pentode and 6C5 triode. I’m going to keep 
this design in mind if | ever get around to 
playing with all the tubes | have. As an aside, | 
searched on W1JEQ's callsign and found out 
that he wrote 87 articles for QST from 1936 
through February 1958. This was his third 
article. 


* Concentrated Directional Antennas for 
Transmission and Reception 
(http://o1k.arrl.org/pubs archive/19078) by 
John L. Reinartz, W1QP, and Burton T. 
Simpson, W8CPC. This article describes two 
different antennas. The first is a half-wave 
loop antenna that the author says works on 2- 
1/2, 5, 10, and 20m. The second is a square 
loop antenna called a “signal squirter” for 14 
Mc. 


October 1962 


* In “New Apparatus” 
(http://o1k.arrl.org/oubs archive/46246) on 
page 27, a key made by J. A. Hills, W8FYO, of 
Dayton, OH is shown under the heading, “New 
Key Mechanism for Electronic Keyers.” The 
photo clearly shows a key whose design was 
adopted by Bencher for the BY-1 paddle. 


* The Towering Problem 
(http://o1k.arrl.org/pubs archive/46122) by Jay 
Kay Klein, WA2LII clearly shows that putting up 
towers have always been a problem for 
amateur radio operators. This is a humorous 
take on the problem. What's notable is that this 
type of humorous article almost never appears 


in QST anymore. Amateur radio seems to have 
lost its sense of humor, or at least its cadre of 
humorous writers. 


October 1987 


* Stalking Those Fugitive Components 
(http://o1k.arrl.org/pubs archive/81357) by 
Doug DeMaw, W1FB. Today, we often 
complain about the demise of local parts 
suppliers, but this article shows that this was a 
problem 25 years ago as well. W1FB gives 
some advice that | gave not long ago on my 
blog. That is, stock up on parts, especially 
when you find a good deal on them, and you 
won't have to scrounge around for them when 
you want them. 


Digitizing all of the back issues of QST and 
putting them online is one of the things that the 
ARRL has done right. This is a wonderful 
resource for members. My e-mail address is 


cwgeek@kb6nu.com. Thanks & 73. 


2012 ACS 
Net Control Assignments 


Name Call 
JANUARY EILEEN KG6QNT 
FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH JIM K6UUW 
APRIL 
MAY 
JUNE GEORGE K6ITE 
JULY CRAIG KF6QZP 
AUGUST 
SEPTEMBER SAM W5LTP 
OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WD6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


2012 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments 


Name Call 
JANUARY ED WIEJ 
FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH JOAN W6WXU 
APRIL DAVE KG6FIL 
MAY FRANK KG6N 
JUNE ED W1EJ 
JULY 
AUGUST KEN N6KM 
SEPTEMBER SAM W5LTP 
OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


Robin Walbridge, KD4OHZ, 
Missing at Sea after Sinking of 
Tall Ship Bounty. 


By i uu Mf a 


Every DXer knows the story of the 

HMS Bounty and Pitcairn Island, VP6: In 1789, 
the HMS Bounty -- a small three-masted sailing 
vessel sent by Britain's Royal Navy to the 
Pacific on a supply expedition -- was roiled by 
tension between its crew and its captain, 
William Bligh. After landing in Tahiti and taking 
on acargo of breadfruit, the Bounty set sail for 
the West Indies; it never reached that 
destination. Instead, Master's Mate Fletcher 
Christian led the men in a mutiny, eventually 
allowing Bligh and his loyalists to sail off ina 
longboat. 


After an arduous journey, they reached safety 
at the Dutch-owned port of Kupang. Christian 
and his followers ended up on Pitcairn Island 
where they burned the Bountyand settled on 
the islandOn Monday, October 29, a replica of 
the Bounty -- built in 1960 for a remake of the 
1962 film Mutiny on the Bounty -- sank off the 
coast of North Carolina as Hurricane Sandy 
made its way toward New Jersey. Of its 16 
crew members, 14 were rescued by the US 
Coast Guard. Bounty Captain Robin 
Walbridge, KD4OHZ, never made it to one of 
the two deployed life rafts and is presumed 
dead. Claudene Christian, who claimed to be a 
direct descendent of Fletcher Christian, was 
unresponsive and passed away at a North 
Carolina hospital on Monday evening. (From 
ARRL newsletter) 


FCC News: FCC Seeks 
Comments on Proposed 
Changes to Amateur Licensing 
Rules, Emission Types 


Earlier this month, the FCC released a Notice 
of Proposed Rulemaking(NPRM) -- WT Docket 
No. 12-283 -- proposing to amend the Part 97 
rules governing the Amateur Radio Service. On 
October 24, a summary of the NPRM was 
published in the Federal Register and the FCC 
is seeking 

comments on it. 


Specifically, the 

Commission is 

proposing to 

modify the 

Amateur Radio 

Service rules to 

grant 

examination 

credit for expired 

and beyond-the- 

grace-period-for-renewal Amateur Radio 
operator licenses; to shorten the grace period 
during which an expired amateur license may 
be renewed; to revise the time a call sign is not 
available to the vanity call sign system 
correspondingly, and to reduce the number of 
volunteer examiners needed to administer an 
amateur license examination. TheNPRM also 
asks for comment on amending the rules to 
permit remote test administration, and 
proposes to amend the Amateur Radio Service 
rules to allow amateur stations to transmit 
certain additional emission types. 


Comments must be filed on or before 
December 24, 2012 (60 days after publication 
in the Federal Register); reply comments must 
be filed on or before January 22, 2013 (90 
days after publication in the Federal Register). 
Instructions on how to file comments are listed 
beginning on page 12 of the NPRM. (From 
ARRL Newsletter) 


—Submitted by Jim KEUUW 


THE VOMARC WIRELESS 
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A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon 
Amateur Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 
Honorary President in Perpetuity 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Jim Hill, KEUUW — President, Training Officer 
Ed Jacobson W1EJ — Vice-President, 

Dave Dammuller KD6FIL — Secretary 

Desmond Kelly, KI6EDPZ — Treasurer 

Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Ken McTaggart, N6KM — ACS Unit Leader 
Sanford Smith, N7PIB — VE Liaison 

Jim Hill, KEUUW — Elmer Coordinator 

Ken McTaggart, N6KM — Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Webmeistress, Editor 


Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC—S. Marler. 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of 
each month at McDougal Hall at the Sonoma 
Developmental Center, Eldridge or the Sonoma Fire 
Station on 2" St West. Meetings start at 19:30 local 
(7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: hitp://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 
P.M.) local, except meeting nights on the 145.350 
repeater, -600 kHz, PL 88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on 
the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station 
is off the air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of 
each month at Palms Grill (formerly Issa's) Restaurant, 
18999 Sonoma Highway, Sonoma. The fun starts at 
09:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 
Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 


°/ Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 


Valley of the Moon ARC 
175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 


THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE Wed, NOVEMBER 14, 7:30pm at the City of Sonoma EOC, 
Sonoma Police Department, 175 1°' St West, Sonoma 


SEE YOU THERE. 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 
VOMARC 2012 Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 
QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of Congress, National 
Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Address: APT: 


City: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


VOMARC: $ Complimentary with Class--Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen 


Dues may be mailed to Desmond KI6DZP, 416 Claudia Dr, Sonoma, CA 95476, or brought to the next meeting. 
Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 


